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Université du Québec’s member institutions play a crucial 
role in developing entrepreneurship throughout the prov-
ince. They train the entrepreneurs of the future and many of 
their researchers are active in the field themselves. Some 
of its institutions sponsor entrepreneurial centres to sup-
port the development of new businesses by members of 
the university community. 

In their efforts to foster access, innovation, scientific  
creation, and community development, Université du 
Québec’s ten institutions promote entrepreneurship as a 
career path through continuing education, research, and 
support for business startups. And in addition to the train-
ing they provide, they encourage their research teams to 
work and partner with public and private sector organiza-
tions to energize the entrepreneurial life of society.

ABOUT UNIVERSITÉ DU QUÉBEC

The mission of Université du Québec’s ten institutions is to promote access to higher education while contributing scientific advancement and 
regional development across Quebec. Today, some 96,000 students enroll every fall in the over 750 programms offered by the institutions in the 
Université du Québec network. The network’s 6,900 professors and lecturers and 4,100 permanent employees administer day-to-day teaching 
and research activities in over 60 municipalities throughout the province.  

Université du Québec à Montréal (UQAM) / Université du Québec à Trois-Rivières (UQTR) / Université du Québec à Chicoutimi (UQAC) / 

Université du Québec à Rimouski (UQAR) / Université du Québec en Outaouais (UQO) / Université du Québec en Abitibi-Témiscamingue (UQAT) /

Institut national de la recherche scientifique (INRS) / École nationale d’administration publique (ENAP) / École de technologie supérieure (ÉTS) /

Télé-université (TÉLUQ)

SUPPORT FOR FUTURE ENTREPRENEURS

Trois-Rivières
Gatineau

Rouyn-Noranda

Montréal

Rimouski
Saguenay

Québec

To foster entrepreneurial culture and business spin-offs 
in their home communities, some Université du Québec 
institutions have established entrepreneurial centres to 
provide support for projects at each stage on their develop-
ment. These university business centres seek to encourage 
and support entrepreneurship, business development, and 
the creation of new businesses. They organize and cooper-
ate in entrepreneurial activities together with stakeholders 
in the area.

Entrepreneurship
• ESG UQAM Entrepreneurial Centre 
• UQAC Entrepreneurship and Business Spin-off Centre 

(CEE-UQAC) 
• Center for Technological Entrepreneurship (Centech)  

at ÉTS 

Student entrepreneurship clubs
Students at a number of Université du Québec institutions 
have founded their own student entrepreneurship clubs 
where they can exchange entrepreneurial ideas and exper-
tise to support their projects.

• Rassemblement des Étudiants Entrepreneurs  
Universitaires du Saguenay (RÉEUS - UQAC)

• Club entrepreneurial étudiant de l’UQAR
• UQO’s Club des Futurs Entrepreneurs  

Universitaires (Club de FEU) 
•  UQAT’s Club entrepreneur étudiant
•  Réseau d’entrepreneuriat étudiant de l’ÉTS (RETS)

Other measures to support future entrepreneurs
• UQAR student entrepreneurship portal
• Lunch lectures and entrepreneurship days at UQO 
• RESAN (The next generation of science entrepreneurs  

in the Abitibi-Témiscamingue and Nord-du-Québec  
regions, which develops ties between UQAT students 
and the business community)
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UQAM  Université du Québec à Montréal

UQTR  Université du Québec à Trois-Rivières

UQAC  Université du Québec à Chicoutimi

UQAR  Université du Québec à Rimouski

UQO  Université du Québec en Outaouais

UQAT  Université du Québec en Abitibi-Témiscamingue

INRS  Institut national de la recherche scientifique

ENAP  École nationale d’administration publique

ÉTS  École de technologie supérieure

TÉLUQ  Télé-université

Distribution of Université du Québec’s member  
institutions in Quebec
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Entrepreneurship
studies and research at Université du Québec

To learn more about entrepreneurship studies 
and research at Université du Québec: 
www.uquebec.ca



research
UNIVERSITY RESEARCH ON ENTREPRENEURSHIP

UQAM UQTR UQAC UQAR UQO UQAT INRS ENAP ÉTS TÉLUQ

UQTR’s Research Chair on Entrepreneurial Careers looks 
at the career paths of individuals who aspire to become 
entrepreneurs and follow through on their aspirations. The 
chair explores the influence of psychosociological factors 
and education on the choice of an entrepreneurial career at 
every stage and looks at how these factors impact the way 
people transition between stages.

The results contribute significantly to our understand-
ing of knowledge transfer and generate synergies with 
the mission of UQTR’s Institut de recherche sur les PME  
(INRPME), a research institute on small and medium-sized 
enterprises (SMEs). INRPME’s mission is to advance our 
understanding of small businesses, educate students, and 
foster business development, particularly that of SMEs.  
It also advises governments on policies to assist businesses. 
INRPME has emerged as one of the world’s leading small 
business research groups. 

UQAT and UQAM have also pooled their expertise to develop 
a Chair in Mining Entrepreneurship to support mining busi-
ness entrepreneurs in the creation of wealth and to prepare 
the mining industry of the future to respect the environ-
ment and the community. The chair seeks to develop the 
necessary knowledge to attract talented young people and 
enhance their management and entrepreneurial skills for 
the mining industry. 

Through its School of Management, UQAM also collabor-
ates with UQTR, TÉLUQ, and other Québec universities in 
the Centre de recherche interdisciplinaire sur les PME et 
l’entrepreneuriat (CRIPMEE). This interdisciplinary research 
centre on SMEs and entrepreneurship deepens our know-
ledge regarding the creation, development, survival, and 
performance of small businesses and helps us understand 
why and how entrepreneurs created them. It also examines 
the ways small business leaders adapt to their environ-
ments through innovation.

Many researchers at other Université du Québec institu-
tions are also involved in entrepreneurship research. Work 
at UQAR on women’s entrepreneurship and on entrepre-
neurship and innovation is particularly notable.

All Université du Québec institutions offer a variety of 
undergraduate and graduate programs to develop the 
skills and understanding people need to mobilize human, 
financial, and physical resources in the furtherance of their 
business projects. 

Students learn about entrepreneurial careers, the various 
types of businesses, as well as the risks and opportunities 
faced by promoters. Specific programs and courses are 
available for students with a variety of career and personal 
backgrounds.

Many member institutions offer courses covering issues like 
starting a business, creating technology or venture capital 
businesses, creativity, innovation, entrepreneurship, and 
family business management and transition. 

Existing entrepreneurship programs

UQAM  Short program in entrepreneurship 
(graduate level/15 cr.) 

UQTR  Bachelor of Business Administration, 
major in entrepreneurship and innovative 
management (undergraduate level/90 cr.)

UQAR  Entrepreneurship certificate  
(undergraduate level/30 cr.)

 Bachelor of Business Administration,  
major in entrepreneurship  
(undergraduate level/90 cr.) 

UQO  Bachelor of Business Administration,  
major in entrepreneurship  
(undergraduate level/90 cr.)

ÉTS  Short program in entrepreneurship 
(undergraduate level/12 cr.)

 Short program in business startup  
(graduate level/15 cr.)

 Short program in innovation management 
(graduate level/12 cr.)

 Graduate diploma specialized in innova-
tion management (graduate level/30 cr.)

 Master of Engineering, major in innovation 
management, technology startup profile 
(graduate level/45 cr.)

TÉLUQ  Short program in entrepreneurship 
(undergraduate level/15 cr.)

training
UNIVERSITY TRAINING IN ENTREPRENEURSHIP

Novo électronique inc. (www.fromnovo.com) was created by a UQTR student. The 
company specializes in the development and improvement of technological prod-
ucts that integrate electronic, software, and mechanical engineering and industrial 
design.

Idénergie (www.idenergie.ca) designs and manufactures river turbines. The com-
pany, which numbers two ÉTS graduates among its founders, won first prize in the 
Pierre Péladeau competition ($50,000) and has the backing of Centech.

Cliniques et Développement In Virtuo (http://invirtuo.wordpress.com) uses technol-
ogy tools to help people suffering from anxiety disorders. The team collaborates with 
the Canada Research Chair in Clinical Cyberpsychology and the UQO clinic to develop 
more affordable virtual reality software.
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Chairs, Institutes, and Research Chairs 

•  UQTR Research Chair on Entrepreneurial  
Careers

• National Bank Research Chair in SME  
Innovation and Risk Management at UQTR

•  UQAT–UQAM Chair on Mining Entrepreneurship

•  UQTR’s Research Institute on SMEs

•  Interdisciplinary Research Centre on SMEs  
and Entrepreneurship

Savoir Affaires week

Université du Québec’s Savoir Affaires events have been 
actively contributing to the development of entrepre-
neurial skills among its 10 institutions’ graduate stu-
dents and postdoctoral fellows since 2011. Each event 
brings together some 50 such students from all disci-
plines to work in teams with about 100 businesspeople 
and some 100 key economic development stakeholders 
and government representatives from a given region. 
Over the course of this one-of-a-kind entrepreneurship 
immersion week, teams find, document, and present 
around 30 business opportunities before a jury of 
seasoned business people. Outstanding teams receive 
Méritas Awards in the categories of project feasibility, 
economic impact, innovation, and the quality of the 
proposed business model. Since its inception Savoir 
Affaires has given 152 students hands-on experience 
in developing business projects, with the support of 
275 businesses and 95 partners in Mauricie, Centre-du-
Québec, Laurentides, and Lanaudière. 

Novo électronique inc.

In Virtuo

Idénergie
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